


Invoice #
Invoice Date
Customer

745815210
09/29/2025

Payment Terms
Due Date

Sourcewell, ID: 26788

10/29/2025
A Division of BridgeTower Media
P.O Box 745929
Atlanta, GA 30374-5929

BILLING ADDRESS ADVERTISER
Jonathan Love
Sourcewell

Staples MN  564790219

Sourcewell, ID: 26788

Net 30

Po Box 219
Po Box 219
Staples MN  564790219

INVOICE REF AD SIZEEDITIONDATEMEDIA PO QTY

1007655115 Legal - BidsLegal - Bids09/26/2025Daily Journal of Commerce OR - Public 1

$74.70

$0.00

 Subtotal

 Credits

$74.70 BALANCE DUE

$0.00Tax

Thank you for your business!
IOID: 4096017
Index: Bids - Other
Category: Goods and Services
Affidavit Reference: Express Courier and Ground Delivery Logistics Services

 Customer ID Date

 Amount Enclosed:

745815210 Daily Journal of Commerce OR -
Public Notice Invoice # 10/29/2025 ID: 26788, Sourcewell

REMITTANCE STUB TO BridgeTower Media

Acceptable Payment Methods

PREFERRED METHOD OTHER METHODS
To Pay by ACH Transfer:

Bank:  Bank of America
Send ACH remittance email to
ar@bridgetowermedia.com
Account Number: 237025443017
Routing:  053000196

To Pay by Check use the following address: To Pay by Credit Card: To Pay by Wire Transfer:

Please include invoice number on check
BridgeTower OpCo, LLC
P.O Box 745929
Atlanta, GA 30374-5929

Use the Click to Pay Online link located
on the email you received or Contact
Accounts Receivable: 866-802-8214
Please have your Invoice Number
and Credit Card Number Ready

Name:  BridgeTower OpCo, LLC
Bank:  Bank of America
Swift Code:  BOFAUS3N
Bank Address:  100 North Tryon Street
Charlotte, NC 28255
Account Number: 237025443017
Routing:  026009593



Daily Journal of Commerce
1618 SW First Ave., Suite 400
Portland, OR, 97201
Phone: 503-226-1311 Fax: 503-222-5358

Affidavit of Publication

To: Sourcewell - Jonathan Love
Po Box 219
Staples, MN, 564790219

Re: Legal Notice 4096017, Express Courier and Ground Delivery Logistics Services

State of OR }
} SS:

County of Multnomah }

I, Michelle A. Ropp, being duly sworn, depose and say that I am the Principal Clerk of the Daily Journal of Commerce, a
newspaper of general circulation in the counties of CLACKAMAS, MULTNOMAH, and WASHINGTON as defined by ORS
193.010 and 193.020, published in Portland in the aforesaid County and State; that I know from my personal knowledge that
the notice described as:
Express Courier and Ground Delivery Logistics Services
Sourcewell
a printed copy of which is hereto annexed, was published in the entire issue of said newspaper 1 time(s) in the following
issues:
09/26/2025.

SEE EXHIBIT A
State of Oregon
County of Multnomah

SIGNED OR ATTESTED BEFORE ME ON 29th day of September 2025

Page 1 of 2

By:

Michelle A. Ropp

By:

Nicholas Bjork
Notary Public, State of OR

No. 1044188
My commission expires on January 10, 2028



EXHIBIT A

Page 2 of 2







ATTENTION: SOURCEWELL IP
PO BOX 219
STAPLES, MN 56479
RFPAds@sourcewell-mn.gov

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION
Account # Order Number Identification Order PO Cols Depth

50233 23.0L1.0Legal Ad - IPL0276084IPL0276084

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
Sourcewell, a State of Minnesota local gov-
ernment unit and service cooperative, is re-
questing proposals for Express Courier 
and Ground Delivery Logistics Ser-
vices to result in a procurement solution for 
use by its Participating Entities. Sourcewell 
Participating Entities include thousands of 
governmental, higher education, K-12 ed-
ucation, nonprofit, tribal government, and 
other public agencies located in the United 
States and Canada. A full copy of the Re-
quest for Proposals can be found on the 
Sourcewell Procurement Portal [https://pro-
portal.sourcewell-mn.gov]. Only proposals 
submitted through the Sourcewell Procure-
ment Portal will be considered. Proposals 
are due no later than November 13, 
2025, at 4:30 p.m. Central Time, and 
late proposals will not be considered.
IPL0276084
Sep 26 2025

State of South Carolina

County of Richland

I, the undersigned, makes oath that the advertisment, was published 
in The State, a newspaper published in the City of Columbia, State and 
County aforesaid, in the issue(s) of

1.0 insertion(s) published on: 
09/26/25 Print

Sworn to and subscribed before 
me on

McClatchy
The Beaufort Gazette
The Belleville News-Democrat
Bellingham Herald
Centre Daily Times
Sun Herald
Idaho Statesman
Bradenton Herald
The Charlotte Observer
The State
Ledger-Enquirer

The Modesto Bee
The Sun News - Myrtle Beach
Raleigh News & Observer
Rock Hill | The Herald
The Sacramento Bee
San Luis Obispo Tribune
Tacoma | The News Tribune
Tri-City Herald
The Wichita Eagle
The Olympian

Durham | The Herald-Sun
Fort Worth Star-Telegram
The Fresno Bee
The Island Packet
The Kansas City Star
Lexington Herald-Leader
The Telegraph - Macon
Merced Sun-Star
Miami Herald
El Nuevo Herald

Print Tearsheet Link

Marketplace Link

https://s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/ipublishmedia.mcclatchy.legals/affidavit/tearsheets/IPL0276084-tearsheet.pdf
https://classifieds.mcclatchy.com/marketplace/search/query/all?keywords=IPL0276084




REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
Sourcewell, a State of Minnesota local gov-
ernment unit and service cooperative, is re-
questing proposals for Express Courier 
and Ground Delivery Logistics Ser-
vices to result in a procurement solution for 
use by its Participating Entities. Sourcewell 
Participating Entities include thousands of 
governmental, higher education, K-12 ed-
ucation, nonprofit, tribal government, and 
other public agencies located in the United 
States and Canada. A full copy of the Re-
quest for Proposals can be found on the 
Sourcewell Procurement Portal [https://pro-
portal.sourcewell-mn.gov]. Only proposals 
submitted through the Sourcewell Procure-
ment Portal will be considered. Proposals 
are due no later than November 13, 
2025, at 4:30 p.m. Central Time, and 
late proposals will not be considered.
IPL0276084
Sep 26 2025
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Request for Proposal (RFP)

Purchasing Cooperative of America (PCA) is a national public

procurement cooperative working with a public agency to provide

Requests for Proposals for response by Vendors who can provide

the following Products/services to public sector entities:

1) RFP OD-433-25 Environmental Cleaning Services;

2) RFP OD-434-25 Energy Solutions;

3) RFP OD-435-25 Workers Assistance Programs;

4) RFP OD-436-25 Books and Educational Materials.

Vendors are invited to respond electronically to RFPs through

the PCA website portal at www.pcamerica.org/solicitations.

Proposals are due by 11:00 AM CT on Tuesday, October 28, 2025.

Please direct inquiries to Elaine Nichols at 844-722-6374.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICES

For advertising information: 1.800.397.0070 www.russelljohns.com/usat

MARKETPLACE TODAY
To view more Classified listings,
visit: classifieds.usatoday.com

All classified ads are subject to the applicable rate card, copies of which are available from our Advertising Dept. All ads are subject to approval before publication. USA Today reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, classify or cancel any ad
at any time. Errors must be reported in the first day of publication. USA Today shall not be liable for any loss or expense that results from an error in or omission of an advertisement. No refunds for early cancellation of order.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICES

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
Sourcewell, a State of Minnesota local government unit and
service cooperative, is requesting proposals for Express

Courier and Ground Delivery Logistics Services to result in a
procurement solution for use by its Participating Entities

Sourcewell Participating Entities include thousands
of governmental, higher education, K-12 education,

nonprofit, tribal government, and other public
agencies located in the United States and Canada.

A full copy of the Request for Proposals can be
found on the Sourcewell Procurement Portal

https://proportal.sourcewell-mn.gov

Only proposals submitted through the Sourcewell
Procurement Portal will be considered.

Proposals are due no later than November 13, 2025, at 4:30 p.m.
Central Time, and late proposals will not be considered.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICES

To advertise, contact us at:

(800) 397-0070

sales@russelljohns.com

GET YOUR BUSINESS

NOTICED!
Print • Online Classifieds • Web Banners

Oh, you thought the WNBA playo�s
were going to be uneventful? Isn’t that
sweet. 

The W’s postseason continues to
have zero chill. Both best-of-�ve semi-
�nal series are tied up at a game apiece
after the fourth-seeded Phoenix Mercu-
ry crawled out of a 20-point hole to beat
the top-seeded Minnesota Lynx while
the Las Vegas Aces returned to form and
steamrolled the Indiana Fever.

Alyssa Thomas �irted with another
triple-double, �nishing with 19 points,
13 assists and eight rebounds in Phoe-
nix’s 89-83 overtime win over Minneso-
ta. It was the �rst loss of the playo�s for
the top-seeded Lynx, who swept their
�rst-round series against the Golden
State Valkyries.

A’ja Wilson played like the MVP she is
(for a record fourth time), stu�ng the
stat sheet with 25 points, nine re-
bounds, �ve steals, two blocks and one
assist. But it was an all-around e�ort 
in the Aces’ 90-68 win over the Fever.
NaLyssa Smith had a playo� career-
high 18 points as well as seven rebounds
and Jewell Loyd and Dana Evans added
10 apiece o� the bench.

Both series will switch cities before
Game 3 on Friday night Sept. 26. 

“It wouldn’t have been as fun going
back 0-2,” Mercury coach Nate Tibbetts
said. “This is a �ve-game series. We
haven’t done anything yet. (But) we
needed to get one here for sure.”

Here are the winners and losers from
Game 2 of the WNBA semi�nals Tues-
day Sept. 23: 

WINNERS

Phoenix Mercury’s refusal to quit

Coaches will never again have to sell
their players on the idea that no game is
out of reach. Just put in a tape of the last
20 minutes of the Mercury’s improbable
comeback in Game 2 against the Lynx.

Down 20 with 5:45 left in the third
quarter, Phoenix outscored the Lynx
50-24 over the last 15 minutes of regula-
tion and overtime.

“Just pride and toughness. Grit. I
couldn’t be more proud of our group
with doing that,” Mercury coach Nate
Tibbetts said after the 89-83 win. “I be-
lieve this is our fourth game in seven
nights. I was a little worried going into
the game, but boy, they really respon-
ded in the second half. We just kept
�ghting.”

Granted, Minnesota gave Phoenix
plenty of help. The Lynx had �ve of their
18 turnovers in the third quarter and an-
other three in OT. They were whistled
for a �ve-second violation with 47 sec-
onds left in regulation and clinging to a
three-point lead. They were 7 of 28 from
3-point range.

But the Mercury had to take advan-
tage of Minnesota’s lapses and create
their own luck, and they did both.

“We’re con�dent. We’re con�dent 
in us and we’ve been battling all sea-
son,” said Satou Sabally, who was 5 of 11
from 3-point range and �nished with 
24 points. “You can’t give up a basket-
ball game if you’re down whatever. I be-
lieved at halftime, and that’s what we
did.”

Mercury’s Sami Whitcomb 
saves Nate Tibbets

The Lynx did not do what Nate Tib-
betts was expecting them to at the end
of regulation.

With the Mercury trailing by three
and getting possession after a timeout
with 20.7 seconds left, Tibbetts thought
Minnesota would foul. He drew up a
play in anticipation of that during the

timeout, only to have the Lynx keep
their hands to themselves.

“I messed that up,” Tibbetts acknowl-
edged.

Sami Whitcomb put up a 3 that was
way short, but Alyssa Thomas grabbed
the o�ensive rebound. The Mercury
passed the ball around until it got to
Whitcomb again, and this time her 3-
pointer was good to tie the game with
4.3 seconds left.

Napheesa Collier missed a jumper at
the buzzer, sending the game into over-
time.

“That was completely on me. Sami
saved my ass,” Tibbetts said. “That’s
what great players, great shooters do.”

Whitcomb said she’s put up 20,000
shots during practice this season, pre-
paring for just that kind of moment.

“I was joking that it’s 20,000 for one
shot,” Whitcomb said. “It’s for these mo-
ments. Obviously, I would love to shoot
a better percentage. But I feel like it
shows up in moments like that.”

Gritty performances

Mercury forward Kahleah Copper
and Fever guard Lexie Hull can rest
when the playo�s are over.

Copper rolled her right ankle when
she collided with Katheryn Westbeld in
the closing seconds of the third quarter.
Copper grabbed at her ankle and was
limping visibly, and she immediately
headed back to the locker room when
the quarter ended.

But Copper not only returned to the
game, she made a big contribution in
Phoenix’s improbable win. Her 3-point-
er with 1:47 left in overtime put the Mer-
cury up 85-79 and, after a timeout, she
blew up Minnesota’s possession with a
strip of Collier. 

Hull was a late add to the Fever’s in-
jury list with a sore back. She played,
however, and had 15 points, three re-
bounds and two assists.

“I’m feeling sore still,” Hull acknowl-
edged after the game. “It’s part of the
playo�s. It’s the end of the season. Ev-
eryone’s a little fatigued, a little sore. ...

It’ll be a good rest day tomorrow. But I
think that’s for everyone. We’re just
pushing through.”

Chelsea Gray doing 
Chelsea Gray things

There’s a reason they call Chelsea
Gray the Point Gawd.

Gray was dealing in the Las Vegas Ac-
es’ 90-68 rout of the Fever in Game 2.
She had 10 assists, including a sick, no-
look pass to Megan Gustafson with 
1:21 left in the third that Patrick Ma-
homes would have appreciated. Gray
had her head completely turned when
she whipped a pass through tra�c to
Gustafson, who was beneath the basket
and put the ball up for the easy bucket.

Gray also had three steals and six
points before Becky Hammon pulled her
starters with four minutes left in the
game.

A’ja Wilson doing
A’ja Wilson things

What A’ja Wilson does is not normal.
It might seem like it, because she does it
all the time. But it is not. 

The Aces fell �at in Game 1 Sunday,
hours after Wilson won her record
fourth WNBA MVP award. No way she
was letting that happen in Game 2.

Wilson led all scorers with 25 points,
on 10 of 18 shooting, and also had nine
points, �ve steals, two blocks and an as-
sist. This despite not playing the last
four minutes of the game. 

And as Wilson goes, so do the Aces.
They were were more aggressive in
Game 2, more active, more ... Aces. They
contained Kelsey Mitchell, harassed the
Fever into 18 turnovers and limited Indi-
ana’s bench to six points. 

“We didn’t come to work in Game 1,
and that’s on all of us,” Wilson said.
“Game 2, we just decided to come to
work. When we do that and we do it the
right way and we play the right way,
good things happen. 

“I told my team, I was honestly just
embarrassed. More embarrassed than

the 53-point loss,” Wilson said, referring
to a loss to the Lynx during the regular
season. “Nobody panicked. It was just
like, we’ve got to come to work. That’s
it.”

LOSERS

Minnesota’s composure

The Lynx are not a team that blows
leads, beats themselves or makes dumb
mistakes.

Yet here we are.
The Lynx were well on their way to a

commanding 2-0 lead in the semi�nals,
up 20 points with just under six minutes
to play in the third quarter. But Phoenix
cranked up its aggressiveness and the
Lynx became very un-Lynx like.

They began turning the ball over,
usually without any prompting from
Phoenix. They couldn’t make shots.
They were whistled for a �ve-second
violation late in the fourth quarter and
then didn’t foul when they had one to
give on what would be a game-tying
possession for Phoenix.

“Phoenix did a good job coming out
aggressive, but I think we beat our-
selves,” Collier said. “Unforced turn-
overs, not taking care of the ball when
they were pressuring us. It’s de�nitely
frustrating, but it’s a series. A long se-
ries. We’re tied now. We’ve got to go to
Phoenix and take care of business.”

Indiana’s short bench

It is incredible that the Fever have
made it this far with a team that’s being
held together by duct tape and rubber
bands. More often than not, they’ve
found a way to make it work.

On this night, however, their lack of
depth did them in.

Though four of Indiana’s starters �n-
ished in double �gures, they got almost
nothing from their bench. Six points, to
be exact. Brianna Turner didn’t even
take a shot in her 24 minutes, the �rst
time in more than a month she didn’t at-
tempt a �eld goal.

Compare that with Game 1, when In-
diana’s bench chipped in 14 points in the
Fever’s win.

Indiana also had no answer for Las
Vegas’ aggressiveness. The Aces scored
28 points o� Indiana turnovers and an-
other 14 o� o�ensive rebounds. 

“They dictated and we were on our
heels. We were passive. We were reac-
tive. To everything,” Fever coach Ste-
phanie White said. 

“They’re too good. We can’t spot
them 42 points.”

Lack of foul calls, again

O�ciating, or lack thereof, has been a
common complaint throughout the sea-
son. Why should the playo�s be any
di�erent? 

Neither the Fever nor the Aces were
happy with the physicality of Game 2.
That’s actually an understatement, giv-
en that Hammon said it was “out of
control.” 

“Most of my assistants come from
the NBA and they’re like, ‘This would
not �y in the NBA. This level of physical-
ity would not �y in the NBA. There
would be �ghts,’ ” said Hammon, who
was a longtime assistant with the San
Antonio Spurs before coming back to
the WNBA to coach the Aces. 

“We just have very well-mannered
women that can get to the next play. ...
I’m not concerned because I know 
we’ll keep our composure. But I don’t
understand. I don’t get it. The freedom
of movement is supposed to be a point
of emphasis. Defensive three seconds 
is supposed to be a point of emphasis. 
I don’t know why we have points of
emphasis.”

Mercury’s big comeback, Fever’s
bench lead WNBA winners and losers
Nancy Armour

USA TODAY

Mercury forward Alyssa Thomas holds the ball as Lynx forward Alanna Smith,

left, attempts to steal it. JESSE JOHNSON/IMAGN IMAGES
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
Sourcewell, a State of Minnesota local government unit and
service cooperative, is requesting proposals for Fleet Leasing
and Vehicle Management Services to result in a procurement

solution for use by its Participating Entities.

Sourcewell Participating Entities include thousands
of governmental, higher education, K-12 education,

nonprofit, tribal government, and other public
agencies located in the United States and Canada.

A full copy of the Request for Proposals can be
found on the Sourcewell Procurement Portal

https://proportal.sourcewell-mn.gov

Only proposals submitted through the Sourcewell
Procurement Portal will be considered.

Proposals are due no later than November 20, 2025 at 4:30 p.m.
Central Time, and late proposals will not be considered.

The Interlocal Purchasing System (TIPS) has posted procurement
solicitations at www.tips-usa.com for the following categories:

251001 Heavy Duty Equipment
251002 Asbestos and other Hazardous Contaminant Abatement

and Disposal Services (2 Part with JOC)
251003 Electronics, Appliances and Associated Goods and Services
251004 Commissioning and Testing Services for Facility Systems

The proposal is due and will be opened on
November 20, 2025, at 3:00 pm local time.

Call 866-839-8477 for problems with website or questions.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
Sourcewell, a State of Minnesota local government unit and
service cooperative, is requesting proposals for Express

Courier and Ground Delivery Logistics Services to result in a
procurement solution for use by its Participating Entities

Sourcewell Participating Entities include thousands
of governmental, higher education, K-12 education,

nonprofit, tribal government, and other public
agencies located in the United States and Canada.

A full copy of the Request for Proposals can be
found on the Sourcewell Procurement Portal

https://proportal.sourcewell-mn.gov

Only proposals submitted through the Sourcewell
Procurement Portal will be considered.

Proposals are due no later than November 13, 2025, at 4:30 p.m.
Central Time, and late proposals will not be considered.

Request for Proposal (RFP)

Purchasing Cooperative of America (PCA) is a national public

procurement cooperative working with a public agency to provide

Requests for Proposals for response by Vendors who can provide

the following Products/services to public sector entities:

1) RFP OD-433-25 Environmental Cleaning Services;

2) RFP OD-434-25 Energy Solutions;

3) RFP OD-435-25 Workers Assistance Programs;

4) RFP OD-436-25 Books and Educational Materials.

Vendors are invited to respond electronically to RFPs through

the PCA website portal at www.pcamerica.org/solicitations.

Proposals are due by 11:00 AM CT on Tuesday, October 28, 2025.

Please direct inquiries to Elaine Nichols at 844-722-6374.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICES

For advertising information: 1.800.397.0070 www.russelljohns.com/usat

MARKETPLACE TODAY
To view more Classified listings,
visit: classifieds.usatoday.com

All classified ads are subject to the applicable rate card, copies of which are available from our Advertising Dept. All ads are subject to approval before publication. USA Today reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, classify or cancel any ad
at any time. Errors must be reported in the first day of publication. USA Today shall not be liable for any loss or expense that results from an error in or omission of an advertisement. No refunds for early cancellation of order.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICES

To advertise, contact us at:

(800) 397-0070

sales@russelljohns.com

GET YOUR BUSINESS

NOTICED!
Print • Online Classifieds • Web Banners

Call for Heirs

Case number EN240813-L: On 02/05/2024 deceased with last residence in Zurich:

Berta Ruth Plattner, born on 25/02/1935, from Füllinsdorf BL, daughter of Johann Friedrich Plattner and Barbara Anna née Fritz.

With order of 11 September 2025, the call on all persons with succession rights to come forward and claim them was ordered.

Called upon to come forward in the matter of the succession are any possible descendants from the maternal line of the

grandparents’ kin, namely:

1. the descendants of Karl Fritz, the maternal uncle, born on 8 May 1875 and deceased on 8 April 1962”:

any descendants of Karl Wilhelm Fritz, born on 25 June 1900 and obviously deceased,

any descendants of Albert Christian Fritz, born on 21 July 1905 and obviously deceased,

2. any descendants of Katharina Louise née Fritz, the maternal aunt, born on 30 August 1879 and obviously deceased,

3. the descendants of Christian Ludwig Fritz, the maternal uncle, born on 4 December 1882 and deceased on 11 April 1969:

any descendants of Hans Fritz, born on 6 November 1925 and obviously deceased,

4. the descendants of Marie Lisette née Fritz, the maternal aunt, born on 6 November 1884 and deceased on 24 June 1952:

the son of Albert Erwin Wild, born on 30 November 1913 and deceased on 3 January 1994, Klaus Dieter Wild, born on

7 February 1952, whose whereabouts are unknown,

any descendants of Oskar Edgar Wild, born on 15 August 1920 and obviously deceased,

5. the descendants of Friedrich Wilhelm Fritz, the maternal uncle, born on 27 September 1886 and deceased on 7 June 1953:

any descendants of Maria Anna Fritz, born on 27 February 1910 and obviously deceased,

6. any descendants of Jacob Michael Fritz, the maternal uncle, born on 30 March 1888 and obviously deceased,

7. any descendants of Christian Gottlob Fritz, the maternal uncle, born on 23 July 1891 and obviously deceased.

The persons called upon are asked to register within the period of one year from the date of publication with the Einzelgericht

Erbschaftssachen (address see below). They must submit the appropriate documents proving their status as heirs; failing to do

so, they will be disregarded in the succession. Submissions to the court must be made in German, French, Italian, or English.

Bezirksgericht Zürich

Einzelgericht Erbschaftssachen

P.O. Box

8036 Zürich

Switzerland

LEGAL NOTICES

NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICES

NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICES

NOTICES

SEND

YOUR SALES

THROUGH

THE ROOF

WITH AN AD IN

USA TODAY’S

MARKETPLACE!

ASK US...

WE CAN HELP!

We offer a variety
of sizes and

frequency rates
to fit your budget!

To advertise, call:
800-397-0070
or email us at:

sales@russelljohns.com

Arch Manning isn’t going to win the
Heisman Trophy. Clemson isn’t going to
win the national championship. Penn
State still can’t �gure out how to beat a
top-�ve opponent.

North Carolina and new coach Bill
Belichick might not win a game against
Power Four competition. No. 8 Indiana
isn’t going anywhere. No. 10 Georgia’s
defense has dropped o� the map.

Those are just a few of the biggest
takeaways from the �rst month of col-
lege football’s regular season, which
ends with the Big Ten and SEC dominat-
ing the US LBM Coaches Poll but no clear
favorite for the national championship.

The stage is set for an unpredictable
stretch before the College Football Play-
o� bracket is unveiled in early Decem-
ber. USA TODAY Sports looks back at the
opening month of the regular season by
crowning the best team, biggest sur-
prise, Heisman favorite and more.

Best team: No. 2 Oregon

No. 4 Ole Miss has three SEC wins
and a nonconference victory against
Tulane. After beating No. 7 Texas in the
season opener, No. 1 Ohio State added a
strong road win against Washington last
weekend. No. 3 Miami has stormed out
of the gate by beating No. 21 Notre Dame,
South Florida and Florida. But Oregon
had maybe the best single win of the �rst
month with the double-overtime victory
at No. 6 Penn State, along with addition-
al Power Four wins against Oklahoma
State and Northwestern and a rivalry
win against Oregon State. The Ducks
look like a powerhouse.

Most improved team: 
No. 8 Oklahoma

After fumbling through a rocky SEC
debut, the Sooners have quickly re-
bounded thanks to a drastic o�ensive
reboot that included the addition of
transfer quarterback John Mateer.
While Mateer’s hand injury could side-
line him for a month, Oklahoma remains
a major Playo� contender with confer-
ence play about to kick into high gear. A
di�cult schedule gives them some wig-
gle room if the Sooners can bag some
quality wins.

Surprise team: No. 18 Vanderbilt

After reaching and winning the Bir-
mingham Bowl last season, Vanderbilt

has taken another step forward with the
program’s second 5-0 start in the mod-
ern era. The face of this surge has been
quarterback Diego Pavia, one of several
New Mexico State transfers who have
changed the complexion of the program
and the Commodores’ strongest Heis-
man Trophy contender in almost a
century.

Disappointing team: Clemson

The o�ense stinks. Again. The de-
fense has just two takeaways in three
games against the Power Four. The Ti-
gers have dropped three of four to open
the year for the �rst time since 2004.
Seen as one of the top teams in the Foot-
ball Bowl Subdivision back in August,
Clemson isn’t even the best Power Four
team in South Carolina.

Best conference: Big Ten

With the top two teams in this week’s
US LBM Coaches Poll and four of the top
nine, the Big Ten has delivered on pre-
season expectations while the best
teams in the SEC have struggled to stay
a�oat during the early part of the
league’s meat-grinder regular season.
The �nal two months should provide
more clarity of the picture, but it’s a nice
start for the Big Ten.

Heisman Trophy leader: 
QB Dante Moore, Oregon

The Heisman odds have changed al-
most weekly, cycling through a series of
favorites – Cade Klubnik, Arch Manning,
Mateer, Fernando Mendoza – before
Moore took over to end the month after
his brilliant performance against the
Nittany Lions. The redshirt sophomore
completed 29 of 39 throws for 248 yards
and three touchdowns in the win, giving
him 14 scores against just one intercep-
tion through �ve games.

Breakout star: 
QB Trinidad Chambliss, Ole Miss

The former Ferris State transfer was
expected to hold a clipboard for Austin
Simmons but was thrust into the lineup
after Simmons was injured late in the
win against Kentucky. Chambliss has at
least 385 yards of total o�ense in each of
his three starts with six combined
touchdowns as the Rebels have ascend-
ed into the top �ve.

Best non-quarterback: 
DL Rueben Bain Jr., Miami

After battling injuries in 2024, Bain
has been the most dominant defender in
the country since posting six tackles, a
half-sack and an interception in Miami’s
win against the Fighting Irish. Against
Florida, the junior had seven tackles,
one for loss, and 10 quarterback pres-
sures. So far, he’s putting together a year
that ranks favorably among the best by a
defensive lineman in recent FBS history.

Best coach: Lane Kiffin, Ole Miss

He’s pushed all the right buttons for
the unbeaten Rebels, who may be one of
the safest bets for the Playo� with just
two more games against team in this
week’s US LBM Coaches Poll. Whether
they remain on track could depend on
where Ki�n lands on the unexpected
quarterback controversy between Sim-
mons and Chambliss.

Best �rst-year coach: 
Dan Mullen, UNLV

Mullen is the only �rst-year coach
still unbeaten after leading UNLV to
wins against Idaho State, Sam Houston
State, UCLA and Miami (Ohio). While
three of these wins were decided by a
possession – and it’s not like this is a
murderer’s row of competition – the for-
mer Mississippi State and Florida coach
has successfully carried over the foun-
dation set in place by his predecessor,
Barry Odom.

Biggest upset:
South Florida 18, Florida 16

Eighteen-point underdogs heading
into Gainesville, South Florida’s win was
the biggest upset of September by point
spread and one of the most impactful re-
sults overall. In addition to spoiling the
Gators’ season and ushering in the end
of Florida coach Billy Napier’s tenure,
the win is another feather in the cap for

the American in the �ght with the
Mountain West and Sun Belt for Group
of Five supremacy.

Best game: Oregon 30,
Penn State 24 (Sept. 27)

In terms of talent level, drama and
overall meaning, it’s hard to top the
Ducks’ double-overtime win in Happy
Valley. Oregon led 17-3 early in the fourth
quarter before Drew Allar sparked a pair
of touchdown drives to force overtime.
After exchanging touchdowns in the
�rst extra frame, Oregon scored to open
the second overtime but missed the
two-point try. Penn State’s ensuing pos-
session ended with an Allar intercep-
tion, marking the second time in as
many games against top-�ve competi-
tion the Nittany Lions have been ruined
by a late turnover.

Coach on the hot seat: 
Billy Napier, Florida

Four major-conference coaches have
already been �red in Virginia Tech’s
Brent Pry, UCLA’s Deshaun Foster, Okla-
homa State’s Mike Gundy and Arkansas’
Sam Pittman. Barring an epic recovery
against a brutal schedule, Florida will
eventually part ways with Napier and
end the most unsuccessful coaching
tenure in modern program history.

Best transfer: 
QB Carson Beck, Miami

One year after coach Mario Cristobal
hit pay dirt with Washington State
transfer Cam Ward, Beck has been the
nation’s most in�uential transfer and
the main reason for the Hurricanes’ un-
beaten start. While he struggled amid
rough weather conditions in the win
against Florida, Beck is completing
73.2% of his attempts with seven touch-
downs.

Best freshman: 
DL Sidney Stewart, Maryland

Stewart is one of several freshmen
occupying major roles for the surpris-
ingly unbeaten Terrapins. After missing
his senior season in high school due to
ineligibility issues, he has posted a sack
and at least one tackle for loss in all four
games. That gives Stewart an edge over
Ohio State running back Bo Jackson,
who has run for 297 yards on 8.5 yards
per carry, and Cal quarterback Jaron-
Keawe Sagapolutele, a big reason for the
Golden Bears’ 4-1 start.

College September report card revealing
Paul Myerberg

USA TODAY

Ole Mississippi coach Lane Kiffin has

led the Rebels to a 5-0 start that

bodes well for their College Football

Playoff credentials. JUSTIN FORD/GETTY 
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